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Red Cliffs History~School Days 

State Schools started 

every week with a flag 

raising assembly.  

The children sang the 

National Anthem, saluted 

the flag and recited a 

patriotic oath.  

The photo shows 

assembly at State School 

4191 Iraak/Karadoc. In 

those days they sang  

‘God Save the King’ as the 

National Anthem.  

 

Can you remember the 

patriotic words you 

recited every Monday at 

assembly?  

 

See if you can fill the gaps: 

 

I love God and my 

__________.  

I honour the ________.  

I shall serve the  ________ 

and  _____________ obey  

my parents, __________ , 

and the  ______.  

I 

If you have a school photo or story to share please 

email us at: chris@redcliffs.net or ph 50241987 

As a Soldier Settlement the Red Cliffs community benefited from that camaraderie that 

shared adversary brings. Schools were supported by strong Mother’s Clubs and School 

Committees, district working bees and social functions all for the benefit of the children. 

Our records show the area has had over the years 18 schools, some open for only a few 

years, and 2 kinders (See back page). Enjoy some of the snippets and photos we have 

selected about our schools. We welcome your memories of Red Cliffs school life too.  

Do you remember…  

Our schools     & date opened 

Boonoonar 4258  1925 

Colignan 4340  1927 

Cardross 4263  1923 

Carwarp 3965      1917 

Carwarp West 4408  1929 

Ginquam 3989  1919 

Ginquam Sth 4106  1922 

Iraak/Karadoc 4191  1924 

Karadoc Nth 4586  1941 

Nangiloc 4184  1932 

Nowingi 4409  1929 

Red Cliffs 4057  1921 

Red Cliffs East 4123 1924 

Sunnycliffs 4416  1929 

St Joseph’s Red Cliffs 1933 

Red Cliffs South East/renamed 
Stewart 4531  1935 

Yatpool 3903   1915 

Red Cliffs Kinder  1948 

Nangiloc Kinder 

Red Cliffs High/Sec College 1962 

Red Cliffs Kinder 1948 

1960-61 Red Cliffs held Form 1&2 classes there 
before the High School was opened.  

‘When Red Cliffs has a picnic . . . 
 

Red Cliffs Central School pupils at 
their annual school picnic this 
week ate more than 1,700 cakes, 
nearly 32 large loaves of bread 
and hundreds of ice creams and 
sweets. There are 450 children at 
the school. A truck was needed to 
carry all the food.  

The picnic organised by the school 
mothers' club and committee, was 
held at Mildura Shire Council's 
swimming pool at Red Cliffs.’ 
Argus (Vic.), Thurs 16 Dec 1954, p 5 



Sunraysia Daily 11th Dec 1966 (from Sunraysia Daily 14th Dec, 2016) 

‘Mildura Central, Red Cliffs State and Mildura South schools are concerned with 

overcrowded classes.  Red Cliffs’ Grade 6 has over 50 children and 49 in Grade 4, 

and the school is staffed to the schedule of 40 children to each teacher…’ 

 

Photo sent by Julie Adams.  

‘The concrete picture theatre 
[Diggerland] was officially opened a 
few weeks ago. It has a seating 
accommodation of about 650 persons 

The management has offered to rent it to the Education Department for use as a 
schoolroom until the proposed new concrete school is erected.  

At present an iron shed, at one time the old Karadoc wool-shed, is used as a 
schoolroom, and in hot weather it is trying for teachers and children.   
Weekly Times, Saturday 24 February 1923, p 18 

 This year the Historical Society has adopted a theme adapted from an old 
nursery rhyme you may have played and chanted at school. Our theme is:  

‘The Settler takes a Wife…’ Stories of Family Life.  

Of the 700 Diggers taking up blocks many were newly married. In Sept. 1926 
The Argus reported ’The average age of the adult population of the settle-
ment is 30 years. That in itself is significant and explains the fact that Red 
Cliffs has the highest birthrate and the lowest death rate in the world.’   

A partnership of husband and wife proved to carry many through those early 
years of establishing a block and a community.    

This year, our monthly Newsletters will explore aspects of family life within 
the Red Cliffs community. This month it is school life.  

The Red Cliffs & District Historical Society...        ...invite you to share your family stories 

‘Tenders have been let for the removal 
from its present site at Irymple of a school 
building, and its re-erection at North-west 
Red Cliffs, now known as Cardross. This 
school will be open in a few weeks, and 
will receive many children from a 
neighbourhood at present lacking in 
educational facilities …’ 
Weekly Times, Sat. 25 July 1925, p 17 
 

‘The State school at Cardross was erected 
two months ago, but apparently owing to 
the absence of furnishings, or a teacher, 
its doors remain closed to the waiting 

children. ‘ Weekly Times, Sat 31 Oct 1925, p 35. 

‘DIPTHERIA AT RED CLIFFS  

Closure of State Schools  

Inspector’s recommendation overridden. 

Owing to a serious-outbreak of diphtheria 
Dr Telford, of the Health department, 
visited the district, and closed several 
State schools in the Red Cliffs settlement. 
The Education department, however, 
would not sanction the closing, and 
ordered the reopening of the schools.’ 
The Age, Mon 28 April 1930, p13 

A stimulating grade 2 classroom at Red Cliffs 1930 

The first School in the Karadoc Woolshed. 

‘SOLDIER SETTLEMENT. 

RED CLIFFS TRANSFORMATION 

Education is not neglected, for when 

the party arrived the schoolmaster 

was marching 30 or 40 pupils into 

school.  Most of the children were 

without shoes or stockings, and were 

as brown as berries’ Argus, Sat 26 Nov 

1921, p 22 

‘At the conference of the women's sections of the United Country Party today, Mr. Malseed 
(Red Cliffs), moving a resolution regarding State dental services for school children, said that 
Red Cliffs deserved attention because it had the highest birth-rate in the British Empire. In a 
population of 5000, Red Cliffs had 1000 children attending five schools’  
Advocate (Burnie, Tas.), Sat 2 April 1938, p 7 


