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“Christmas holidays and the most of 
January were generally spent at Echo 
Point—a beautiful bend on the 
Murray River about 10 miles east of 
Red Cliffs.   

We travelled by horse and cart, 
complete with all camping gear and 
provisions, plus the cow tied back to 
the back of the cart. My mother 
would drive the horse and jinker with 
the children.    

…. First the campsite was cleared and 
the tents erected and a makeshift 

toilet made some 100 yds away.  
There was a big sandy beach on the 
river bend and we all spent many 
happy hours in the water and on the 
sand.   

There were several other families 
camped there. The Frenchs, the 
Richardsons, and the Duncans were 
only some of them.  We all knew 
each other and all children 
thoroughly enjoyed the occasion.  
Sometimes we caught fish.” 

From “Mallee Boy” by J.A. Bannister. 

History   Holiday Happenings “The Cricket Club that he [George 
Green] played for was the first 
sporting body formed in Red Cliffs.  
In 1920 the staff of the Survey Camp 
entered a team in the Mildura 
Association.  The following year the 
Club extended to the whole district 
and with the increase in population 
a strong team finished runners-up in 
the Mildura Association.  In 1927 the 
team was undefeated all year. 

The playing conditions on their local 
oval being a little primitive meant 
they could find themselves scoring 
16 runs at a time when the ball 
disappeared down a rabbit hole, still 
legitimately within the boundaries of 
the playing area!” 
 

“A Portrait of Belle” by Annabelle Dennehy 

Summer Holidays  

Summer sport... 

In  the 1920’s... 
Stewart Cricket Team 1936/37 

If you can add information on photos or text please contact us.  
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The opening of the pool in Red Cliffs was keenly anticipated by the locals. At the time 

it was the best pool in the district and built largely from locally raised subscriptions. 

The official opening was on  12th October, 1938  by Cr. Charlie Gould. 

“The only day I ever wagged school was the day the Red Cliffs Baths opened.  They 

opened on a Wednesday, my younger brother Jack, went with another lad to the 

headmaster at the Mildura High School and asked him if they could have the 

afternoon off …  The Headmaster said no.  … We hadn’t really cared about what he 

was going to say, we were going in any case, but it was polite to ask.  So then we all 

walked out and 

caught the bus to 

Red Cliffs anyway.” 

Bill Rowe, interviewed 
by Bianca Hallinan for 
“Everyday Heroes”. 

 

Photo sent by Julie Adams.  

Summer holidays at the Pool ... 

A complicated but common esky in the early days ... 

“At Christmas, my father did have a bottle of beer on occasion.  One year, he 

suspended a bottle on a string in the 5000 gallon underground tank to cool.  

Unfortunately, the bottle became detached and sank to the bottom some 8ft 

below.  As kids, we were highly amused to see our father stripped to his 

underpants duck-diving to retrieve the errant bottle.”   

From “Mallee Boy” by J.A. Bannister. 

 
Red Cliffs Australia Day Breakfast 

Barclay Square , 26th January from 8am, Community Awards, Guest 

Speaker, $5 cooked breakfast, hosted by Service Clubs of Red Cliffs. 

       Our 100th  Birthday (in a few years) 
During February we will host a public meeting to brainstorm some ideas 
for celebrating the Centenary of Red Cliffs.  Do you have some ideas for a 
centenary project or event? Would you like to hear some suggestions from 
others?  Plan to be at the meeting. Day, time and venue TBA at  

the Australia Day breakfast event.  

The Red Cliffs & District Historical Society...        ...wish you a Happy New Year! 

“Part of our summer holidays was spent bottling 

fruit and making jam.  We had a production line 

where some of us cut and removed stones, some 

packed into the bottles then Mum put the lids and 

clips on and put them in the Vacola.  

The best part of jam making was 

licking the wooden spoon and 

scraping off the jam from the 

boiler. “ 

1950’s & 60’s Chris Cook and Helen Petschel 

Preserving fruit was part 

of Summer holidays too.  

Do you remember Arthur 

Barnett’s painted characters 

on the wading pool? 

Photos RC&DHS Collection. 

Photo EJ Fitzgerald, dated 

Oct 1938 Possibly at the 

opening of the pool. 


