
Wattle Day ~ the 1st September 

Using wattle as an emblem for 
nationalism first occurred in Hobart as 
early as 1838. In the years preceding 
Federation, many States had Wattle 
Clubs and Wattle Blossom Leagues as 
patriotic organisations.  

In 1899 a Wattle Club was founded in 
Victoria and on September 1st each year 
they journeyed out of Melbourne to picnic 

in a wattled area to celebrate the day.  

1908 Victorians were advocating that the 
Golden Wattle be the national symbol. 
NSW were debating whether the Waratah 
or the Wattle be our flower symbol. 
During 1912 the Adelaide branch of the 
Wattle Day League adopted as one of its 
aims ‘to establish golden wattle (Acacia 

pycnantha) as the national flower and 
emblem of Australia’.  

1913 Prime Minister 
Fisher had wattle 
included into the 
Commonwealth Coat 
of Arms.  

1984 Green and gold were proclaimed as 
the Australian National Colours.  

On 1st September 1988 Golden Wattle 
(Acacia pycnantha) was officially 

proclaimed as Australia’s National Floral 
Emblem at a ceremony in the Australian 
National Botanic Gardens, Canberra.   

In 1992, the first of September, was 
formally declared ‘National Wattle Day’ by 
the Minister for the Environment, Ros 
Kelly. 

History Happenings 

Spring has come. We invite you to take 
to the tracks and trails around our town. 
Take in the beauty of the season and discover some of our historic 
secrets along the way. We will host a Town Walk to discover some of 
our ghost signs and we invite you to take our Historic Driving Tour of 
the district. Next month, Friends of Jacaranda Village are having their 
annual Garden Walk through some beautiful Red Cliffs gardens.  

The almond trees have 

blossomed, the vines have 

shoots of green, and the wattle 

is on show. Did you know 

September 1st is celebrated as 

Wattle Day? Read about this 

unique Australian celebration of 

Spring. If you can share your 

school memories of Wattle Day 

we would love to hear them.   

Nick Gadd, a guest at the recent 

Writer’s Festival has a special 

interest in ‘Ghost Signs’. We 

thought he would love a tour of 

Red Cliffs and were pleased 

when he accepted our invitation. 

We would like to share a portion 

of that ‘Ghost Signs’ 

walk on Sat 17th Sept.  

Please join us.  

Our Driving Tour has some 

informative support in the 

newly unveiled Chaffey Trail 

interpretive signs at the Snake 

Gully Scenic Reserve and 

Cliffside (as pictured above). 

Take the drive out to have a 

look.  
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Discover our Wonderful History  

Coming Up...   
Friends of Jacaranda Village are having their annual Garden Walk on October 
23rd. Gardens are open 1pm-5pm and a delicious afternoon tea to be served at 
Jacaranda Village. Four gardens are featured. Tickets $15 per person, can be 
purchased at all gardens.   
Contact Sue Kircher 0409517295 or Cherie Wolfe 0448439906 
 

The next meeting of the Historical Society is the AGM on Sept. 27th at the 
Old Court House, Jamieson Ave. Contact Lucy 0428240744 for details.  

Reg Newberry and Brendan Bell unveil 
the Chaffey Trail signage at Cliffside.  

The Wattle Day Association suggest some reasons for celebrating wattle as our emblem ~  

Like Australians, wattles are diverse - there are nearly1000 different species of all shapes and sizes, 

found all over our land from the outback to the tropics, yet all recognizable as part of the same family. 
 

For further information search: Wattle Day Association  

Do you remember Wattle Day as part of your school year?  

http://worldwidewattle.com/infogallery/symbolic/nationalcolours.php
http://worldwidewattle.com/infogallery/symbolic/emblems/national.php
http://worldwidewattle.com/infogallery/symbolic/emblems/national.php
http://www.wattleday.asn.au/


 Although every little red duck was a 
winner, we did award some prizes: 
1st  Duck 1025 Michael Dunne 

2nd  Duck 763 Fiona Turlan  

3rd Duck 722 George Mason 

Lucky Last 1376 A Mellberg 

Poppies Duck 132 Darel Hanson  

Settler Duck 134 Michelle Dannatt 

All the decorated duck artwork made 
colourful bunting along the channel fence. 
Two lucky prizes went to St Josephs Red 
Cliffs students.  

Join with Red Cliffs & District Historical Society         in uncovering and celebrating our past.       
The Settler Duck winner Michelle 

receiving the ‘Blockie Duckie’ 

award from blockie Ian Cook.  

Uncollected ducks can be claimed from Red Cliffs Historical Society on sighting of a ticket or ID.  

We would like to thank the prize sponsors and all those volunteers who helped to make the Little 

Red Duck Race such a successful community event. We also thank Leesa Merrett and the staff 

at Lower Murray Water whose support and water engineering made it happen.  

The channel is gone now, but what a celebratory end for 95 years of valued service.  

The great adventure… 

‘...the little steamship S.S.Canberra was bringing her human cargo of Australian 
soldiers with their wives and children, to their homeland shortly after the Armistice 
of 1919. 

… to be on the land was of the greatest importance...so the dried fruits papers were 
again examined, and finally decided upon as to be the ‘Great Adventure’.  

...First, [Owen] had to qualify for this work, and was sent to a fruit block in Ardmona 
for six months to gain knowledge of block routine, etc. At the end he could apply for 
a block of land from the Repatriation Commission. 

...Here [Red Cliffs] was thousands of acres of bush land to be thrown open for the 
greatest settlement in the world for soldiers. What would it mean for newcomers? It 
would mean that each ‘block’ of land would have a soldier for a tenant; it would 
have youth, new ideas, companionship and sympathy, all the bonds of human 
fellowship in the one supreme task of carving a home for himself and his family.  

… On April 13, 1920 the first clearing gang wielded the axe in the first camp on what 
was known as ‘Nursery Ridge’ or ‘Little Fitzroy’.  

...Soon men arrived from all over the country and helped in the clearing of the trees. 
Then came the Land Board to allocate the blocks. There were about six times as 
many men as blocks, so began the long wait between allocations and more land 
clearing…’ 

Recalling the first 25 years, written in 1945 by Ethel Bannister, English wife of Owen Bannister of Block 329 

 

Ghost Signs of Red Cliffs 

Join us on a walking tour finding the Ghost 

Signs of our town. These signs tell of our 

historic commercial past. We plan to meet 

at Big Lizzie and weather permitting, enjoy 

an informative tour spotting some of our 

signs of the past.  

The tour will take about 1½ hours finishing 

in time for you to stop at one of our great 

local eateries for lunch. You’ll need walking 

shoes and keen eyes to enjoy this walk.  

Ghost Signs Walk, Saturday 17th Sept. 

10.00 am meet at Big Lizzie, Barclay Square 

Cost free. ph 50241229 for more info. 

Above, after unveiling the 

clock Friday 26th August.  

Going Back in Time 

Thanks to lots of detective and restorative 

work courtesy of the Red Cliffs Lions Club and 

support from other local Service and 

Community Groups the town has an impressive 

clock in pride of place. We have no record of 

when the clock first appeared on this corner. 

Maybe you can help?  

Photo sent by Julie Adams.  

1936 Street Scene by E 

J Fitzgerald.  

The recess is there but 

not the clock yet. Note 

the sensible blinds and 

the fretwork on the 

posts. The fretwork and 

posts have lasted the 

years.  

The town clock on 

Wardrop’s.  

They took over from A 

H McNabb in 1954 and 

were in business until 

purchased by Berry’s in 

1963.  


