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as a community service. 

Our settlement was built on hope for 
the future but its people worked in 
deep shadows of their past. That 
shadowy past for every settler, man 
and woman was the Great War.  

Unfortunately just as Red Cliffs was 
developing as a successful settlement 
another war loomed casting its gloom 
on the next generation too.  

This month we wish to tell a little of 
our history relating to Service but 
around our theme of women, families 
and life in the community.  

This watercolour by Charlie Gould captures the 
thoughts of the soldier blockie. Charlie saw 
service in the major battles and was at his 
brother’s side when he died from injuries in 
France. He settled on a block at Sunnycliffs.   

Remembering Wartime 
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In 1927 Anzac Day became a gazetted public holiday. We are not sure when 
the first service was conducted in Red Cliffs but this photo from our 
collection shows a ceremony in the 1920’s before the cenotaph was built.  
 

‘A movement has been started at Red Cliffs to raise funds and complete the erection 
of the cenotaph at Red Cliffs by next Anzac day.  A scheme for collecting 5/ from 
each block holder is being prepared.’     Age Tue 24 June 1930, p14 

‘Railway Arrangements - Cheap Fares 
From Country. Returned soldiers from the 
Red Cliffs soldier settlement district, 
accompanied by their wives and families, 
will come to Melbourne for Anzac day. 
The party will number about 200.’ 
   Age Fri 24 April 1931 
 

‘About 430 men from Red Cliffs, 250 
from Mildura, 120 from Merbein, 55 from 
the Millewa, 60 from Ouyen and 75 from 
the Ouyen-Murrayville line will travel to 
Melbourne to participate In the Anzac day 
march.’    Age Fri 12 April 1935 
 

‘At Red Cliffs the largest soldier 
settlement in the British Empire, Major 
General C H Brand delivered an address to 
a large gathering of returned soldiers and 
citizens at the Diggerland Theatre and 
wreaths were placed on the cenotaph.’ 
   Argus Mon 27 April 1936 
 

‘A blustering wind did not deter Red Cliffs 
residents from turning out in large 
numbers for the Anzac day march and 
commemoration service.’  
   Argus Tue 26 April 1938 

‘Thirty children at Stewart State School, 
near Red Cliffs, had an unexpected 
holiday today. They went to school as 
usual, but found the doors locked and no 
teacher…The school will open tomorrow 
if the relief teacher arrives. But if he does 
not the children will have another holiday 
until Thursday. But an Anzac service, 
planned for tomorrow afternoon, will be 
held at the school whether the teacher 
arrives or not.’  Age Tue 24 April 1951 

Photo from Ted Dean of Anzac Service at the Cenotaph. 

Red Cliffs Anzac Services were well attended but some 

returned soldiers travelled to Melbourne each year for 

Anzac Day.  Here are a few reports on Red Cliffs and 

ANZAC Day through the years. 

The underside of a 
locket gifted to Mrs 
Birkin of Carwarp by her 
son Fred before he 
sailed for New Guinea. 
He died as a POW when 
the Montevideo Maru 
was torpedoed 1 July 
1942. Australian’s worst 
maritime disaster with 
over 1000 prisoners lost.   

Photo from Ted Dean  



 

 

  Our April meeting falls on the 25th.  There 
will be no meeting. Instead we encourage everyone to 

attend the ANZAC Day Service, 9am in Barclay Square. 
 

Red Cliffs’ 100th  Birthday in 2021.  We are collecting photos of life in Red 

Cliffs over the last 95 years. This year we are concentrating on family life. 

Every family has a few snaps. We would love to collect a few of yours 

especially if they picture home life, weddings, picnics, sporting events, 

school events etc. around Red Cliffs. Contact us and we can organise to 

make a copy.   Lucy 0428 240744 or Helen 0427 129584 

Red Cliffs community was a hive of 
activity supporting the war effort. 
Boys and girls learnt to knit at school to make socks for 
the soldiers. Here is a selection from a photo spread in 
the Weekly Times August 1942: 
 

The women of the RSL had a War Service Fund. The Dads' 
Association looked after the welfare of its soldier sons.  
Central State School held £1050 worth of war savings 
certificates and had £70 in its War Relief Fund. 
The C.W.A. and the boys from Red Cliffs East school had made 80 camouflage nets.  
Central State School girls knitted at playtime and their sewing classes had made 300 
articles. 
In the last two years, 5740 articles had been made for the Red Cross. First Red Cliffs 
Boy Scouts salvaged 100 bales of waste and hundreds of old tyres for the Red Cross. 
Cheer Up Club had packed 700 parcels for soldiers overseas. 

Respect for those who served is an 
honourable part of our Red Cliffs 
heritage.  

Photos from the Dean collection.  

Nurse Vera Torney was raised in Cardross and trained 
at the Austin. She nursed in Red Cliffs before enlisting 
and serving in Malaya.  
While evacuating survivors from Singapore on the 
vessel Empire Star, she and nurse Margaret Anderson 
showed incredible heroism during attacks by Japanese 
aircraft for which they were honoured for bravery and 
devotion to duty.  
The King conferred on Staff-Nurse Vera Torney the 
honour of a Member of the Military Division of the 
Order of the British Empire, and awarded Staff-Nurse 
Margaret Anderson the George Medal. Vera was the first nurse in WW2 to receive this 
honour. Citations explained that they were in a cabin with some badly wounded men being 
smothered by smoke and fumes. Thinking the raid had passed, they assisted in dragging the 
men to the deck. The planes returned and machine gunned the decks. For five hours during 
many attacks the nurses remained on deck sheltering the patients with their bodies.  

Supporting our 2017 focus around women and family life, we have shared here two 
inspiring women who served as nurses, Veir in WW1 and Vera in WW2.  

Nurse Veir Scott served in the Queen 
Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing 
Service in Alexandria, then on a hospital 
ship between Salonica, Malta and Lemnos 
where she nursed those injured and dying 
from the Gallipoli campaign.  

After the war she applied and successfully  
gained a Soldier Settler block at Red Cliffs, 
the only women to do so.  She met and 
married Frank Carey who gained a block 
nearby. Once married she lost her 
allowance but successfully challenged 
authorities to retain her allocation. Frank 
suffered through war injuries and died in 
1942. Veir raised the children, actively 
participated in many community groups, 
offered nursing experience freely and 
managed both the blocks.  

Our ANZAC Girl  

A Courageous Cardross Nurse 

Veir and Frank Carey 27th Sept 1921 

Margaret Anderson and Vera Torney 

Leading up to our centenary it would be wonderful to honour these nurses in some way.  


