
The Story of Australia’s First Irrigation Colony.

Mildura Day Celebrations
On 31 May 1887 the Chaffey Brothers, the Victorian Government and the Queen signed an Indenture formalising 
Mildura as Australia’s first irrigation colony.

The emphasis this year will be ‘The Chaffey  vision continues to unfold” and in particular through celebrations of 
Birdwoodton 100 years of soldier settlement, the Flood of 1917 and the 90th anniversary of our Lock and Weir 
system and the first Mildura bridge. 

During the lead up to Mildura Day celebrations, it provides an opportunity to celebrate our region’s history and 
include an educational and social interaction in our community.

Saturday 27 May 2017  
Mildura Library local history display and “They Battled 
for Birdwood” publication available for loan.

Sunday 28 May, 2017   
Chateau Mildura, 191 Belar Avenue 
11am – 4pm: Open for tastings, museum visits and static 
displays 

12.30pm - 2pm - Jaffle Day hosted by Mildura / Upland 
Sister City Association. For catering purposes, please 
email: Cheryl Webb E: mlcj52@gmail.com $10 per 
person includes a variety of savoury and sweet fillings!

12.30pm – 3pm Family Social day with olden day games 
2pm  U3A Recorders in Company  led by Megan Sullivan 
2.20pm The Sunraysia Community Choir led by Mavis 
Francis. Community singing encouraged.

Monday 29 May, 2017  
Mildura Riverfront and tour of the Chaffey Trail sites 

10.30am – Launch of Chaffey Engine at Mildura 
Riverfront, Hugh King Drive

11am Launch of the 1956 flood mural on the old Pump 
House, Hugh King Drive. 
 
12.30pm – 4.30pm Tour of several Chaffey Trail sites: 
Commencing at Rio Vista where you are welcome to 
bring a picnic lunch or purchase lunch from the café at 
Mildura Arts Centre prior to commencement of tour. We 
progress to Psyche Pumps for a special guided tour of 
the pumps, then onto Merbein. Once at the top of Pump 
Hill and to the right, we will view an historic pump and 
unveil the map of the  first 23 Blocks allocated for Soldier 
Settlement in the district, together with a brochure 
indicating original block allocations for you to explore.   
We will enjoy a picnic afternoon tea and  you could visit 
the Cliffs at Rotary Lookout, discover the Blandowski 
Walk and view the pioneer names in nearby surrounds.  
The tour concludes here.  

Program of Events

www.thechaffeytrail.com.au
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The Story of Australia’s First Irrigation Colony.

Mildura Day Celebrations
Tuesday 30 May, 2017 
2pm  A tour of the Mildura Club will take place and 
is open to the public free of charge. The Mildura Club 
is one Mildura’s most recognisable buildings situated 
on the corner of Deakin Avenue and 9th Street next to 
the Cinema Deakin. The Mildura Club’s history follows 
the growth of Mildura. The history of the Mildura Club 
dates back the early 1890’s to allow for business and 
professional people in the partaking of their “drink” in a 
“civilised manner.” The Mildura Club built in the 1920’s 
and is considered one of the city’s landmark buildings is 
one of the few “Gentlemen’s Clubs” left in Victoria and 
still upholds the guidelines established over a century 
ago. In the future, tours will be available for $10 per 
person (including a drink)

6.30pm Movie night in Langtree Hall, limited numbers 
Olden day film clips of the region, from 1920’s.

Langtree Hall, 79 Walnut Avenue, Mildura when 
joining the Chaffey Trail  will be open to the public on 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday’s from 2-4pm or by 
appointment 

Mildura Day – Wednesday 31 May, 2017 
Venue:  Chateau Mildura – 191 Belar Avenue:  
* In 1888 the Chaffeys established Chateau Mildura and 
local wine industry planting 150 acres of wine grapes on 
the property  Still operating, the Chateau also houses a 
museum dedicated to the local and national industries.

11am – 8pm Shed displays, area displays and movies of 
the past
Admission: Free 

Our three items of focus….

• Birdwoodton 100 years of Soldier Settlement. The 
first soldier settlement was in Merbein (Birdwoodton) in 
1917 and we remember those 23 allocation of blocks. A 
self-guided tour brochure is available with signs being 
erected on each site, numbering the block and naming 
the returned soldier who was successful in the allocation. 

• 1917 Flood was the year the Murray flooded 
disastrously – it washed away the floating baths and 
many stories will be told with photographic displays

• 90th anniversary of the Lock and Weir being completed 
and the original Mildura bridge (1927)

Program of Presentations

• 5.30pm  Glenn Miller – 1917 The Flood
  
• 6pm  Brian Grogan will present about our water, lock 
and weir system of 90 years. Short stories and quick facts 
provided by Bob Walton and Lyn McKenzie

• 6.30pm Bernadette Wells and Max Whiting – 1917 
Birdwoodton Soldier Settlement

• 7pm Glenn Miller – Mildura bridge, opened 1927 
including usage of ferries and punts

Free: Sausage Sizzle provided by Mildura Lions for 
attendees from 5pm – 6.30pm 

“Little Normies” for sale on site courtesy of Cardross 
Progress Association together with tea/coffee and other 
homemade snacks.
 
Plenty of close car parking available at rear of site.

Other displays in the “Shed” will include Historical 
Societies with saleable books and colourful educational 
static displays. 

Program of Events

www.thechaffeytrail.com.au
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