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The Court House is still undergoing maintenance but soon we will be 
displaying our history for you again. We have delayed the AGM until 
September when we predict we will be back into routine in our building. 
The next Red Cliffs Historical meeting will be at 2 pm on Tuesday 22nd 
August but for details of the venue please contact:   

0428240744 or 50241229 
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August 2017 

This month we want to give a picture of 
shopping habits of the past and information 
on the early beginnings of the township.  

Once a week the family dressed up and came in to town for shopping day. Some 
essentials were delivered: bread, milk, and maybe the green groceries, came to your 
door by horse and cart. But Red Cliffs was the place to go for almost everything you 
needed during shopping hours. The town shops weren’t open the hours they are today 
so the ‘corner store’ was a vital part of providing for the community too.  This was where 
the kids cashed in collected bottles and bought lollies or an icy pole, where Mum bought 
the vital ingredient she discovered was missing from the pantry and where Dad bought 
his smokes and collected the Weekly Times on Thursday.  

Red Cliffs had a shop in every small community. Some are still operating at Cardross, 
Sunnycliffs, Hattah and Nangiloc and the Web Store sells fish & chips. You may 
remember shops at Cliffside, Nursery Ridge, West Cliffs, Stewart, Carwarp and Colignan. 
Around town there were shops near the 
schools. We would love to hear about 
these. We posted on Lost Mildura FB page 
seeking your stories about the ‘Corner 
Shops’ and had quite a response. The 
photos of the West Cliffs store came 
thanks to Irene Peucker. Looking at the 
wallpaper, I guess Ron and Irene had the 
shop in the 70’s. In 1969 Stewart Store 
was a PO and sold essentials like fuel, ice 
cream, drinks, lollies and pies.  

Photos Irene Peucker  

Printed by Peter Crisp, MLA   

as a community service. 

Have you a copy of ‘Our Town Red Cliffs’ the 

historical walking tour of Red Cliffs?  We plan 

to do a reprint later this 

year. Some of our shops 

have historical posters 

displayed. These were 

produced to support the 

walking tour. Look for 

them and learn about our 

shopping history.  
 This badge was minted to promote the 

‘Come to Red Cliffs’ campaign in 1923 only 
six months after the making of the town.  

Graeme Davenport  

‘Wally [Hunt] remembered a sign which was 

held up in the park by two box kites. The sign 

read “Red Cliffs has everything you need”.’ 

Joel Bell, 2004, from Everyday Heroes, 2013.   

What will you remember about shopping in 
Red Cliffs 2017?  

Yes, we shop more often, we buy more 
processed goods, the shops have changed, 
even the money has changed but Red Cliffs 
still has the service with a smile and a chat.  

More of the community shops from days past.  

Nangiloc 

Bell’s Shop on Jacaranda Ave.  

Carwarp 

Boonoonar 

Warburtons Store, Stewart, 1969 

National Archives  

National Archives  



 

 

Section of the original town plan map 1921 with hand drawn additions. 
The ‘Centre of Town’ was the centre of the square. The square was designed 
for public institutions and recreation. The corner where we have Big Lizzie, 
was reserved for the Community Hall. Eventually a Civic Centre was built on 
Jamieson Ave. The Square was later named in honour of Nat Barclay.  

Enjoy this collection of early shopping history from the Historical Society's records.  

By 1923 the town was prospering with all goods available in 
local stores and even a number of department stores. The 
businesses supported a ‘Come to Red Cliffs‘ campaign to invite 
shoppers from 
other areas 
and launch Red 
Cliffs as the  
place to shop.   

Allan Crouch was another of Red Cliffs’ 
business successes. He began selling 
chaff from his home; then had a chaff 
and livery service delivering tanks of 
water to the blocks; later moved into 
fuel and car service and in 1934 built 
Centenary House.  Such was his faith 
in the town’s future.   

All quotes are from Sunraysia Daily 1921– 22.  

Unless labelled otherwise, all photos are RC&DHS.  

Straw’s was the 
first store on the 
site now 
occupied by 
Foodworks. 

‘Straw’s took your order on Tuesday and delivered it on Friday with 
lollies for the kids as an extra.’ Gwenifred Cannard’s memories 3/2016 

‘The development of Red Cliffs has led Messrs. Game and 
McNabb the Melbourne drapers to establish a permanent 
branch of their business there. Hitherto they have been 

visiting the 
settlement at 
intervals but they 
have erected 
premises and to 
mark the opening 
of the branch they 
will show many 
special lines this 
week in ladies and 
men’s wear.’  

 Nov 1921  

‘DISMANTLED RED CLIFFS - A Township Crossing the Line 

Considerable movement has been taking place in the main street 
of the temporary township of Red Cliffs during the past fortnight, 
owing to the fact that several buildings each day have been 
removed to the east side of the line… Big Lizzie was seen in 
action last Friday and Saturday, when the buildings of Messrs 
Game and McNabb and two other smaller ones were hauled 
away by this huge machine. The temporary structure of 
Diggerland Ltd. has been dismantled, and the greater portion of 
the material will be used when building operations of the 
permanent building commence next week, in the township.’                                      
       July 15 1922 

A few businesses were operating in the temporary tent 
town west of the railway from August 1920.  

The Game & McNabb business in ‘Tent Town’ above and 
much later, as A H McNabb’s on the corner opposite the PO.   

Notice the man painting the drinks sign on the right. ‘The Office’ was the 

administrative centre for the State Rivers & Water Supply Commission.   

By the end of June 1922 the leases in tent town expired. Owners 
prepared to move over the line into the planned township area.  

‘There was a great deal of activity in the main street… 
when a team of fourteen horses that belonged to Mr 
H E Ward hauled the post office building to its allotted 
position… Later in the day Mr Ward’s team also 
removed Dr Zimmer’s building to the township site.’    
     June 17 1922 

Wilf Henty  

22nd Aug 1920  

Ellis Family 


