
We had a very successful October meeting looking at the Sunraysia Daily 
newspapers when Red Cliffs was in its early years. Things were happening fast.  

On November 25th 1921 we found the Premier Mr Lawson breakfasted at The 
Grand, and with an entourage of 20 cars, was driven out to officially open the 
Pumps. On the way they stopped ‘near a cutting now known as Big Lizzie’s 
camp, which is close to the football ground’. Can anyone enlighten us as to this 
location? They also stopped to view the Nursery. Later at 11.30am, a very dusty 
Premier set the pumps working to the rousing cheers of the settlers and a 
placard saying ‘What Mildura is, Red Cliffs will be - and More’.  
 

Come along to our Museum Open Days, 11am -1pm, Sunday Nov 5th & Dec 
3rd. on Jamieson Ave. We will have some of 
our textile handiwork on display.  
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Like the family dog and cat 
each horse had a name 
which they responded to. 
Horses had personalities 
and relationships with 
family members.  Charlie 
Gould sketched his horse 
Teddy chatting to Joey the 
cocky in one of his letters 
to his nephew Gordon. 
Obviously Teddy had a 
personality!  

November is a month 
when Victorians celebrate 
race horses. We have 
searched our records to 
bring you some horse 
stories and photos 
connected with Red Cliffs' 
past. If you can add to our 
records we are very happy 
to accept and add to our 
collection of Red Cliffs 
’Stories of Family Life’.   

Many of our original settlers served in the Light Horse Regiment. 
Lin Murray of Block 429 served in the 4th Australian Light Horse 
taking part in the cavalry charge at Beersheba. The Charge at 

Beersheba will be remembered 100 years on, this October 31st. Watch a great story on ABC 
Landline [22nd Oct] on this battle and the famous Waler horses from NSW. The story is 
beautifully told by Emma Brown whom you may remember as the rural reporter from ABC 
Mildura/SwanHill. Emma has a family connection with the Waler stud.   

This bond of man and horse is also portrayed brilliantly in the book and recent stage show of 
’War Horse’.  

Wally Ross of Block 331 served in the 11th Light Horse Regiment on Gallipoli and in Palestine. He 
was present when his unit captured a Turkish gun at Lake Galilee. This is the gun presented to 
the Red Cliffs community and on display beside the RSL. It is currently being restored.  

Tommy Armstrong [7th Battalion] of block 137 served at Gallipoli and in France. In France he was 
allocated to the horse transport section of his 
unit. His horses ‘Queenie’ and ‘Prince’ won first 
prize for the ‘best physically fit, best turned out 
and best trained team’ in the First Division. At 
the end of the war he wept when he was not 
allowed to bring them home. Sadly the horses 
which had travelled often from the home of 
their master and served with them could not be 
brought back and the men were expected to 
shoot them or leave them behind.  

in our  

   history 

Reuben Earle Block 382 

Horses were part of the 
family. They shared the labour 
on the block and delivered dad 
home after a few beers.  

They came to town for 
shopping day and took the 
family to church on Sunday.  

C Squadron resting en route to Beersheba - AWM 

War Horses 



 

Wilf Henty  

22nd Aug 1920  

James Alonzo Cook  with his team on Block 242 

Clearing the land 

1920/21. 

Col McNally’s horses on Block 531 

Work Horses 

Race Horses   Did you know Red Cliffs had a Turf Club?  

and Associated industries  
the chaff supplier, blacksmith and farrier 

Jerry Fahey had a business where Ritchies carpark is today. The pool over the 
road was the horse yard known as Fahey’s swamp. Ted Dean Collection RC&DHS 

Building the stack at the shed.  

Later this would go through the chaff cutter to be 
used as horse feed.  Alec McCracken family photos 

The baker and butcher delivered out around the district by horse and cart. The dairy 
delivered milk by horse and cart. Police stations were 
allocated a horse yard and some schools also had a 
paddock for the children’s horses to wait out the 
school day.  
 

Pictured below is a busy shopping day on Indi Avenue. 
Streets were unsealed and edged with hitching rails. 
The Bills trough now located in the Lions Park was in 
the centre near the Post Office. This drinking trough 
was provided for horses and dogs.  

The 1930’s were times of great hardship. The hero of these times was a 
race horse. Phar Lap’s races inspired the people and brought interest in 
horse racing into all communities including Red Cliffs. Carwarp had a 
Racing Club and the Red Cliffs Turf Club held its first race meeting on 12th 
April 1930. The race was ‘about 9 furlongs’, there were 6 starters and the 

winner Francesca with prize money of £25 and a trophy worth ten guineas. The racecourse was 
on the river flat adjacent to the Pumps. Meetings were held twice a year - March/April and 
November. The Club operated for six years with its final meeting on April 4th 1936. During those 
years the course was upgraded and they even erected a grandstand.  

Old Doll helped the Wescombe family win the 
1928 Christmas Parade  

Cook Family Photos 

Photos RC &DHS unless otherwise labelled  

McNabb’s Corner advertises the Red Cliffs Races 28 March 1931 


