
Sunnycliffs School welcome locals, past pupils and teachers to an open day on 
Sunday 3rd December from 10am-2pm. Some of the school’s history will be 
on display in the form of photos and memorabilia.  

Sunday 3rd December is also Red Cliffs Market Day so the Court House 
Museum will be open from 11am-1pm. 
Currently we have a textile display.  
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Sunnycliffs was a dynamic community keen 
to have a school for their children within 
easy distance of their blocks. They 
petitioned education officials for a school 
but were offered a bus service to attend at 
Red Cliffs. After a child was killed alighting 

from the bus, the parents threatened to 
boycott the service. Further lobbying gave 
authorization to acquire land and a school 
building in 1928. The school was completed 
in June 1929. The first head teacher being 
Mr Walker and he enrolled 34 pupils.  

Head Teachers / Principals 

Douglas Walker, Eric Waugh,  

E. Treadwell, P. Frazer,  

W. Campbell, M. Long,  

J. Wills, P. Quinlan, H. Ellemor, 
C. Harling, T. Fitzgerald,  

K. Hogan, Jim Davidson,  

Ken Ramage, Peter Kiley,  

Peter Knyvett, Doug Matthews, 
Gary Green,  Rod Pearce,  

Ian McMahon, Darren Lord, 
Jason Torney, Roger Kent,  

Nathan Black.  

The memories quoted in this newsletter were recorded 
recently from Coral Henderson [Carey].  Coral’s mother ran 
two blocks, worked as a nurse 
when needed, was a keen 
golfer and served on the 
Sunnycliffs School Committee. 
They had blocks 267 and 428. 
The Carey children were at 
school from 1933-45.  

Coral’s mother served as Sister Veir Scott, an ‘ANZAC Nurse’ 
WW1. Her influence on the community is reflected in the 
article below. Coral writes: ‘Mum mentioned when the children 
were having Diphtheria vaccinations she placed a handkerchief 
over the eyes of the younger ones to distract them while 
getting the jab.  The Doctor thought it was a good idea.’  

‘DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION CAMPAIGN 
… An outstanding case of the value placed on the treatment is 
given at Sunnycliffs school, where, of an enrolment of 85,  
83 children have been permitted by their parents to undergo 
the test and, in addition, 17 children of preschool age have 
been ‘booked' for treatment, bringing the total number to be 
treated at Sunnycliffs to 100.’ Riverine Herald, 30 Mar 1935. 

Student list from the 1934 photo on the front. 

Back: Doug McKellar, Roy Rogers, Bill Hall, Charlie Williams, Jack Griffiths, Wally Lucas, Syd Robertson, Cliff 
Stanford, Joe DeMaria, Roy Hand, Alan Dawe, Barry Downs, Lewis Wilson, Gordon Rainbow, Ken Hand 
Next Row: Ruth Blanche, Pat Sutterby, Gladys Hall, Sheila Lucas, Nancy McKellar, May Stanford, Dot Fogg, 
Joyce Mason, Joan Barnett, Judith Griffiths, Nathalie Oldham Lorna Weir, Pat Engstrom, Betty Mayes, May 
French, Nell Davies 
Next Row: Colin Carey, Eric Mayes, Ross Young, Shirley Young, Dorothy McKellar, June Burrington, Colleen 
Daunt, Ida Mason, Lorna Marchbank, Claire Waugh, Betty Engstrom, Kathy McLeod, Pat Wilson, Ann 
Gibbs, Phyllis Burrington, Pat Gibbs, Pat Lucas 
Next Row: Alan Swingler, Victor Price, Sante Bugno, Grenville Dawe, Angelo Bugno, George Blanche, Laurie 
Jaensch, Alan Wilson, Ernie Hall, Ray Willshire, Kevin Oldam 
Front Row: Les Taylor, Jim Warne, Frank DeMaria, Les Fogg, Clarrie Taylor, Alan Brown, Tom Sutterby, John 
Willshire, Keith Rainbow, Gilbert Mayes, Mario Bugno, Noel Williams, Maurice Mayes 

It is interesting to read of other 
district schools authorized at 
the same time: Nowingi (1929-
31), Carwarp West (1929-37), 
Morkalla (1929-45) in the 
Millewa and Wargan (1929-34) 
near Merbein South.  

See back page for a full list of names 

This month we will celebrate the wonderful years of educating the 
children of the area that Sunnycliffs School, No. 4416, has provided.  

1934 

Greetings From  
 Red Cliffs  
 Historical Society  

Sadly, now is the time for the community of Sunnycliffs to farewell it’s school. After 88 
years the number of children in Sunnycliffs is not sufficient and the community decided 
to close the school. The last Sunnycliffs staff are Nathan Black, Principal, Kate Barnes, 
Teacher, Kerrie Harris, MARC Van, Michelle Voege, Business Manager, Debbie Brown and 
Kathryn Munn, Education Support. The 16 pupils move in 2018 to various district schools.  



 

22nd Aug 1920  

‘The Sunnycliffs Primary School was half a mile 
away over unmade and very corrugated road.   

On one side was Mr. Jim Barry’s block, who 
allowed us children to take sultanas from the fence 
- we were not allowed to throw or waste them, and we didn’t!  On the other side of the road 
was natural bush (hop bush and acacia, etc.) and a secret path.  Sometimes the older 
children would and did frighten the little ones on the path. 

For my first year at school, my brother Colin dinked me on the bar of his bike...  

Head Teachers – first Mr. Frazer, then Mr. Campbell (I believe he was one of the last 6 to 
leave Gallipoli).  Mr. Campbell had a map of Europe on the wall showing where the fronts 
were etc.  We would get 4 extra marks if we bought the headlines from the newspaper to 
school.  If you were good or stood out in class you could lead the singing.  I only did it once 
– the day I returned to school after Dad died.’ 

We played marbles, hopscotch, later rounders.  At times houses were popular, 
drawing the walls on the ground, also spaces for beds and tables, etc. 

I remember going to Summers’ paddock for a school picnic at least twice. We had aged races, 3 
legged races, sack race and egg & spoon races, lollies and cordial – remember 1940-1945 
rationing.  Another time all the schools in the district with parents, went by steam train to Merbein, 
the train stopped at the Sunnycliffs crossing.  We travelled to the oval at Merbein for a sports day.  
I remember the trip more than the sports.  The children and our parents sang all the way.   

In 1932 an additional 2 acres was purchased by the School Committee and tennis 

courts, an oval and an orange grove were established. The Young Farmers Club 

tended the orchard but the students and parents assisted with ploughing, maintenance and 

harvesting.  Gardens and trees have always been a feature of the school ground. Here are some 

photos of the gardens of the 1940’s. What a 

privilege to be educated indoors and out! 

Memories of School Days... 
getting to school  

  and home again... 

School lunches... 

These would 
have been some 

of the original 
infant students of 1929.   

Games... 

The school 

had 3 rooms typical of the 

era, at first 3 teachers; lost 

one teacher about 1943; 6 

grades with 6-8 pupils in 

each grade.  I can 

remember a few in my 

grade Fay Henry, John 

Ditton, John Lee, Andy 

McGillivray, Rosie Coster 

Classes... 

Grounds... 

Photos RC &DHS  

‘ We went to an 
old time dance in 
aid of the Sunny 
Cliffs … school 
funds. We didn’t 
know any of the 
dances but we 
danced ‘em all.’ 

Charlie Gould  writes:  

‘School lunches were 
sandwiches, cake or 
biscuits and fruit in 
season – we would 
sometimes swap 
sandwiches, my jam & 
cream ones were easy 
to swap.   

We all had ‘tin’ lunch 
tins probably old 
chocolate or lolly tins.   


