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Part of our plan for this year is to place a mosaic to commemorate the 
Centenary of Armistice Day in November. It will be 100 years since the WW1 
hostilities ceased, bringing our pioneer founders home to Australia and within 
a few years to work to create our community of Red Cliffs. We believe after 
their war service our settlers found peace and comradery in setting up a block, 
a home and creating a peaceful community.  Armistice Day, like Anzac day, 
was a very significant occasion in Red Cliffs’ year and continues to be so,  

Our plan is to work with Council to complete a track along the Guava St old 
channel reserve. We will name it a Peace Walk. Here is a draft sketch of the art 

work mosaic which is part of the 
plan for the Kinder end.  The 
Mosaic Group who meet each 
Thursday at the Community 
Resource Centre have been 
invited to complete the project 
and they are enthusiastic about 
that.  If you are interested in 
being part of the group contact 
the Resource Centre on 
50243455 btw 9am-4pm for info.   

The Red Cliffs Club are having a 
‘Seafood-all you can Eat’ night 
on Sat 17th March. At $65 a 
ticket, with $10 from each ticket 
supporting this project. If you 

enjoy seafood and a good night of music organise a table of friends. See the 
Club or their FB site for details. We are very thankful to the Club for this 
support for a wonderful and worthwhile project for Red Cliffs.  

Next Meeting: Tuesday 26h March, Old Court House, Jamieson Ave, 7.30pm. We plan to 
investigate the Art Deco style and how it is reflected in Red Cliffs buildings.  

Now that our pantry storeroom has been nicely painted we are ready to unpack and reorganise 
the kitchen to display some of our memorabilia. So 

look out for another working bee this month..  
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Red Cliffs Players was formed in the mid 
1950’s by Red Cliffs identities including Dr. 
Peter Barker, George Fordham, Pixie 
Steele, Helen Northcott and Trish Howie.  
In 1955 the first rehearsed play readings 
were performed in the Red Cliffs Club and 
continued monthly for almost a decade. 
“You Can’t Take It With You” was the 
group’s first production, performed in 
1956 with a cast of 20.   

In 1957 Red Cliffs Players held their first 
play at Cardross Hall, “The Male Animal”.  
Then for several years Players performed 
approximately 3 plays a year as well as at 
least 10 rehearsed play readings, a fairly 
exhausting schedule!  In 1958 Players 
performed Noel Coward’s “Hayfever”, 
(performed again in 2008.)  In 1959 the 
group appeared in a play which was 
broadcast on the ABC National Network. 

This month we feature the Red Cliffs’ Players   

We thank Susanne Pendock and Cheryl Webb for their help at a busy time 
during rehearsals for an amazing production of Shakespeare's Henry V.   

‘ the war is just beginning..’ 



 

 

22nd Aug 1920  

Dinner Theatre  with some of 
the RCP performers’ favourite 
short sketches gathered over 

the years.   
 16 - 24 Nov. 

Agatha Christie's   The MOUSETRAP 

 The classic murder mystery play that has been  

running continuously in London's West End for 65 
years and has very rarely been performed 

elsewhere. 

Directed by Susanne Pendock.  

10 - 18 August. 

 

Over the years performances were held in Diggerland, the RSL Hall and the new Red Cliffs 
Civic Centre. In 2001 Cardross Hall has became their home and a successful partnership 
has formed with the Cardross Progress Association.  

In 1968 Players performed their first Melodrama, which became 
a mainstay of their repertoire. In 1968 they also entered a new 
phase of play performances –competition.  They came away 
with awards in all fields, acting, directing, and set design over 
the next 25 years. 

One of the first awards was for Best Australian Play in the largest 
Play Festival in Australia in 1969.  The author of the play, ‘The 
Young Wife’, saw the production and said it was the best version 
he had seen, including those performed by the Melbourne 
Theatre Company.  The set design by the late Joan Johns, was 
declared by the judges to be “brilliant”. 

From 1975 to 1985 Player’s performed at the Moomba Play 
festival, which could only be entered by invitation.  In 1976 they 
presented ‘One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest’ at the National 
Theatre to an audience of 800 patrons.   

In 2016 Red Cliffs Players celebrated their 60th anniversary with 
three productions that were special to them, each having been 
performed twice before -’A Midsummer Night's Dream’, ‘You 
Can't Take It With You,’ and ‘Dimboola’.  2017 saw an all female 
cast with ‘Steel Magnolias’, an all male cast in ‘The Last of the 
Knucklemen’ and a young cast and new director in Douglas 
Schneider with ‘Daisy Pulls It Off’.  

Here is a small selection from 
their albums. They have a 
wonderful history of excellence 
and enjoyment. A more detailed 
history will be on display at the 
Court House from next month.  
Come and see it on Market Days.  

The Tempest 1997 

The Male Animal 1957 

Twelfth Night 1990 

Happiest Days of Your Life 1961 

Lawson  

1982 

You Can’t Take it with You 2016 

In 2008, ‘Lizzie’s Room’, named in 

memory of   

Liz Gillanders,  

was officially opened at the Hall.  

Brush with a Body 1965 

This was the first play written about 

Burke and Wills, written especially for 

Red Cliffs Players by Peter Harris it won 

4 awards at the Moomba Festival 1984. 


