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Our March meeting inspired us with an Art Deco theme for Red Cliffs. Most of our historic 
buildings were constructed between the wars and follow an Art Deco style. Our Court House is 
a very good example. To enhance this connection we 
would like to see complimentary features around the 
town. The Red Cliffs Focus Group are seeking feedback on 
a style of furnishings which will do this. These are 
approved public designs and with community support, we 
will request Council use this style for our street structures. 

The seats are 
wooden with 
black metal sides 
for support. The proposal also includes planter boxes 
similar to the historic Bills water trough, solar 
bollards and lighting, neat bin enclosures and a 
drinking fountain in Barclay Square and the shopping 
area. Please give your feedback via Focus Group Facebook 

site or contact Kerryne McClelland, on 0448811374  or at 
MRCC kerryne.mcclelland@mildura.vic.gov.au   

Printed by Peter Crisp, MLA   

as a community service. 

‘An early memory is of my mother sitting 
darning the never ending pile of socks by 
lamp light, while the rest of the family 
gathered around the open fireplace, 
making toast and popping corn in jam 
tins attached to long sticks…’  

Memories of Red Cliffs by Gweneth Fenton 

(Claringbull] Cleary. 1997. Gwen’s father 

started the Red Cliffs school while waiting for 

his block to be ready.  

Red Cliffs History Projects  

The Sunraysia Daily Dress 

From the earliest years Red Cliffs 
enjoyed a Christmas Eve Pageant. Much 
creativity, excitement and industry went 
into the costumes for the parade.   

In 1931 Mrs Birkin of Carwarp took a 
length of white cotton material to 
Sunraysia Daily and requested they put 
it through the printing machine. This 
they did on the 23rd December. She 
collected it later that day and made a 
frock for her daughter Alma to wear the 
next day, in the Christmas Pageant. It 
won first prize and little Alma received 
2/6 [25 cents] in winnings.  

This month we recognise some of the skills and talents of the women 
expressed through needlework, dressmaking and craftwork. This was 
mostly practical and domestic but their creativity using basic materials 
produced pretty household furnishings, cosy knitted or crocheted clothes 
and wonderful dresses and costumes for special occasions.  Here are 
some quotes from the early days... 

‘…we had so much in common – 
children.  How to keep them decently 
clothed on so little, was a problem; how to 
make their little garments …. 
As the children grew we had more work to 
do at home, with the ever-increasing 
family.  Washing, cooking, cleaning, 
sewing, planning meals and making clothes 
for little people, kept us busy, but we 
wouldn’t change our full day for anything 
else.  Wireless was becoming more popular, 
so we tired mothers would sit back at night 
and ‘listen in’ while we darned or sewed…’ 
Red Cliffs – 1920-1945 by EL Bannister  

‘A sweet little friend Enid, invited [my 
brother Bob and his wife Pat] to 
afternoon tea.  Having done this, she then 
panicked.  No curtains in the living room 
– short comings in every direction. 
Enid had an outside shower which had a 
screen of hessian.  This she took down, 
quickly dyed it brown in the copper, in 
the back yard, drew some threads at the 
bottom and embroidered them with gay 
coloured wool.’ 
Early Life in Red Cliffs by Isabel Green. 
Isabel’s brother Bob and wife Pat became Sir 
Robert and Dame Pattie Menzies some years 
after! Source Unknown.  

“When I’m a grown-up woman, 

With my hair up on my head,  

I’ll sit and sew ‘till very late  

And never go to bed!” 

Please 
Take & 
Share  

Our next Historical Meeting will be at 2.00pm 
in the afternoon, 22nd May at the Court 

House. Share a thingamajig, maybe a gadget 
from Mum’s kitchen or sewing box, or 

something made by Mum.  Celebrating a time 
when Mothers created wonders with the 

simplest of gadgets.  

Remembering Mothers 
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Wilf Henty  

22nd Aug 1920  

 
 

Speaking to the Melbourne WOMEN'S VIEWS AND NEWS as recorded in The Argus Fri 23 Jan 1925.  
 

“...Mrs. Yates declared I do not think I could possibly go back to the old ways of life and be 
happy. I am convinced now that it is not the women who can command all the luxuries 
and conveniences of civilisation who get the most out of life. They know nothing of the 
interest and joy of making something out of nothing, of turning a commonplace into a 
thing of beauty by the exercise of a little imagination and a clever needle. I wish you could 
see the homes that some of those women at Red Cliffs, many of them accustomed to all 
the amenities of social life in different parts of the world in the days they have left behind 
them, have evolved out of the most primitive materials. Take hessian for instance that is 
purchased primarily for the fruit racks and a roll of which is rarely permitted to reach its 
legitimate destination without a length being snipped off by the housewife for her own 
purposes and there is many a living room beautified by curtains or screen, wall hangings, 
cushions, or rugs of skilfully dyed and embroidered hessian some of which may have 
begun life as the wall of a bath room or in some similarly utilitarian role. You city women 
know little of the versatility of hessian under the stress of emergency, and manipulated by 
clever fingers."  

Chris Cook recalls Alice Cook [Ian’s mother] telling her that 
the church ladies had fundraising stalls, and she and possibly 
others, would take donated old garments, unpick them and use 
the good fabric to make new, mostly children’s clothes. She 
made little boys shorts and jackets from men’s suits and they 
sold well. 

May was the eldest daughter of the Oxenhams on Block 
230.  She never married but worked at home helping her 
parents and her nine siblings.  She did much of the block 
work too and lived to the age of 103. 
May was a very accomplished dressmaker, embroiderer 
and knitter.  As babies arrived over the years, they were 
gifted with a layette made especially for them.  Locals 
remember she wore beautifully knitted twin sets, and 
cardigans. She would make new clothes for her sister's 
special occasions and for others in the community and 
charge them 6 pence. She would always "dress" to go out, 
complete with a hat, even if it was only to get a few things 
in Red Cliffs.  Each year, following the harvest, it was her 
delight to accompany her sister Trix to Melbourne, where 
she would purchase a new hat and fabric from Georges 
for her dressmaking.        [From family stories at May’s funeral.]   

During the War years… 
 

‘Mavis Rudd (nee Hogan) recalls knitting socks and 
scarves for soldiers, putting names with them hoping to 
receive letters back.  Some children did -Nola Harris (nee 
Shaw) remembered being called to the Headmaster’s 
office and being very worried she was in trouble, only to 
discover that she had received a thank you letter.’ and 
from a soldier, how special was that!  
 
[75 Years of Getting it Right, RC East PS, Ed. Christine Cook] 

Department stores had a fabric, wool and sewing 
section as well as there being shops dedicated to 
haberdashery.  

Pinking Shears 

Ric Rac 

Darning 

Fair Isle design 

Gingham 

Bodkin 

Treadle Machine 

Weft & Warp  

Selvedge 

Bias binding 

Smocking 

Thimble  

Here’s a Test  
Describe and tell the use of: 

A similar story...‘My Mother was an excellent seamstress and 
she was always finding jobs to do around town.  She didn’t 
earn very much, but at least it was something and it made her 
feel useful and needed.  All discarded clothing was recycled 
into new items.  The seams were carefully ripped apart and 
pieces washed, ironed and the basic pattern was used on the 
reverse side.  This side was always colourful and looked like 
new.  Old overalls were made to fit the smaller children and 
the pieces were used to make mittens.’  
[From Dad’s Friend, George by Paige Lynch, Everyday Heroes] The humble apron could even be a work of art. You may remember that beautiful embroidered apron 

which hung behind the door so mum could do a quick change when she saw a visitor coming up the drive.   

Ladies were well serviced for 
sewing needs in Red Cliffs.  

As well as 
Straws Stores 
and Barker & 
Park on Indi 
Ave. there was 
O’Gilpins, and 
Mrs Birthisel’s 
Haberdashery 
shop on Ilex St.  

Can you remember sewing classes at school?  

What did you make?  

What a Red Cliffs Woman can do with hessian... 

Remember Enid Gilchrist 
draft yourself patterns?  


