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Following our meeting this month we will be viewing recent tourist video 
productions featuring some of our local historic sites like Lukee, Psyche 
Pumps and Big Lizzie.   

We meet on Tues 24th July at 2.00 pm at the Court House Museum on 
Jamieson Ave. Everyone is welcome to join us for the afternoon which will 

conclude with old fashioned coffee/tea 
and plates of food.  

Printed by Peter Crisp, MLA   

as a community service. 
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Presenting... 

This month we are presenting some of our more recent history with 
the talents of our youth in dance presentation.  We hope you enjoy a 
history of Red Cliffs Secondary College’s involvement in the National 
Rock Eisteddfod Competition.  

Karen Wilcock 
has kindly 
written the text 
and provided 
some wonderful 
snapshots of the 
productions over 
the years from 
1993 -2008.   

Enjoy Red Cliffs’ talented youth on show… 

‘It was a time of hard 

work, but a time of 

great community 

spirit where everyone 

had heaps of fun, 

made new friends, 

discovered new skills 

and grasped the 

opportunity to be part 

of something truly 

amazing.’ 

Karen Wilcock 

Our Great News…  

We are delighted to announce that we have received funding 
support for two of our planned projects: 

The ‘Storyposts’ Project involves working with three local primary schools to 
discover the history they have on their doorsteps. We will work with classes 
from these schools on an aspect of the soldier settlement history relevant to  
their location, and on the placement of interpretive signage there to link 
with a history trail of Red Cliffs. This has been supported with a Local History 
Grant through the Public Records Office of Victoria.  

The ‘Wall of Honour’ Project involves collection of a photo and information 
on of each of the Red Cliffs Soldier Settlers.  The photos will be printed onto 
5 canvas banners creating a Wall of Honour along the west inside wall of the 
Court House museum. The information will be collated and filed for 
researchers to access.  This has been supported through the Anzac 
Centenary Community Grant program through the Victorian Veterans 
Council.  

The Peace Walk Project received a $1,220 cheque from the Red Cliffs Club 
following the Seafood -’All-you-can-eat’ Night held in March. Many thanks 
to the Club for this support. The Mildura Rural City Council have begun work 
on the site and newly laid track there is already being well used.  

Next newsletter we will give more details and some suggestions 
of how you might like to help be part of our projects.  



Red Cliffs Secondary College 

began teaching Dance as a 

subject in 1992. The following 

year the College entered the 

national Rock Eisteddfod 

Challenge competition, a 

dance spectacular of 

mammoth proportions!  

They were raw beginners, 

learning as they went, but their 

entry ‘TRILOGY’ was awarded 

third place and a host of special awards 

at the regional competition in 

Shepparton.  

The following year saw another placing 

in the regionals with ‘THE HITMAN’, 

gaining them a spot in the next stage of 

the competition at Broadmeadows. The 

Melbourne heat was amazing for the 

team, and they came away with a few 

performance awards and a stronger 

understanding of the event. 

Armed with all the things they learned in 

the previous entry, 1996 saw the College 

back at the regional’s with ‘AROUND 

THE WORLD IN EIGHTY DAYS’. They 

won the heat and gained a spot in the 

Open division in Melbourne. A top score 

there secured a spot in the Open final at 

the Rod Laver Arena. A great 

performance saw them come away with 

a heap of performance awards and 5th 

place. That placing moved them 

up into the prestigious Premier 

Division for the following year. 

1998, with ‘NOW IS THE TIME’, 

2000 ‘THE QUEST’ saw the team 

compete firstly in Bendigo and 

then the premier heats in 

Melbourne. Each time they 

made it into the Premier 

Division Grand Final, winning 

many performance awards, 

including the coveted Best 

Backstage Crew Award and the 

School Community 

Award, recognising 

the amazing support 

of the Red Cliffs 

community.  

In 2002 Rock 

Eisteddfod Challenge 

decided not to run the 

regional heats so it 

was straight to 

Melbourne for the 

heats. This was a great thing for Red 

Cliffs as the regional heats chewed up a 

lot of the tight budget in travel and 

accommodation. 

2002 ’THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE....THE 

MYSTERY REVEALED’ and 2004 ‘’TIL IT’S 

GONE’ saw the team go from strength to 

strength. More berths in the Premier 

Grand Final and innumerable  

Performance Awards. 

In 2006 the production was 

‘SUPERSTITIONS’. The Team picked up all 

13 Performance Awards at the heats, and 

its 5th consecutive berth in the Premier 

Grand Final. The Grand Final 

performance was spectacular. The 

Performance Awards saw every 

aspect of the production honoured, 

including Choreography, Performance 

Skill, Set Design, Costuming and Lighting.  

The team also won the Entertainment and 

the Spirit of Rock Eisteddfod Awards. The 

roar was deafening when the host 

announced the Red Cliffs team had won 

fifth place, a fabulous result. 

2008 was the last year the College entered 

the event with ‘A GLIMMER OF HOPE’. It 

was a magnificent production which once 

again won a spot in the Premier Grand 

Final and a load of Performance awards.    

Sadly, the Rock Eisteddfod Challenge no 
longer runs, but Red Cliffs Secondary 
College, and the entire community, has 
lots of great memories of the amazing 
times experienced by all involved. 
Sunday afternoon was Rock Eisteddfod 
rehearsal time and 120 students, 10 
teachers and dozens of parent helpers 
could be found at the Activity Centre in a 
frenzy of dancing, set painting and 
costume making. Over the years the Red 
Cliffs Rock Eisteddfod had the most 
amazing people driving it forward with 
their remarkable commitment to the 
event.  Hundreds of hours went into each 
performance and the choreography, 
staging. sets, props, costumes, makeup 
and lighting were testament to the talents 
and enthusiasm of the whole Red Cliffs 
community. The team was always 
extremely grateful to the many financial 
sponsors of the event. Just getting the 
150 plus team to Melbourne to compete, 
before a single costume or prop was 
made, was hugely expensive, so a big 
thanks must go to the community for 
supporting the event for so many years. 

And thank you Karen  for 
giving hundreds of kids a 

special experience  of 
performance . WoW! 

1993 ‘Trilogy’ 

2008 
‘Glimmer of Hope’ 1996 ‘Around the World’ 

2004 ‘’Til It’s Gone’ 

2006 ‘Superstitions’ 


