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Join us on Tuesday August 28th at 2pm when we elect our leaders and plan 
for the year ahead. It will be an exciting and busy year working on projects 
leading to celebrations as we approach our settlement’s centenary.  
On 11th November 2018, we will commemorate the Centenary of Armistice Day 
with ceremony in the opening of the Red Cliffs Peacewalk along Guava Street.  

In December 2019, we plan to unveil our Wall of Honour, 100 years after notification 
that Red Cliffs was to be created as a Soldier Settlement.  

We invite you to get involved with us and be part of a group interested in local history 
and working towards telling it to locals and visitors.   

We want all to know that Red Cliffs is and 
always was a unique and great place!  

Printed by Peter Crisp, MLA   

as a community service. 

Please 
Take & 
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Presenting... Our ‘Wall of Honour’ Project…  

Liz Russell-Pearce is collating the photos of our Soldier Settlers for this 
project.  Please spread the word around that we are wanting portraits of 
our original settlers to reproduce and display on five 
‘Wall of Honour’ banners.  

WW1 Service Records did not include a photo so we 
are reliant on those kept in family albums, keepsake 
boxes or framed for the wall. There were over 700 
settlers and we have photos of only about half.  

If you think your ancestor was an original Red Cliffs 
settler check on our website to see if we are seeking 
his photo. We have there a list of the 350 we would 
like to find. Even if we find your ancestor was not an 
original settler but a subsequent block owner we are 
still pleased to collect information and photos as the project includes 
documented information on each block.  

Search: ‘Red Cliffs Historical’ [redcliffshistory.wordpress.com ] or email 
direct to Liz [lizrp57@gmail.com] We can scan your photo or you can 
send a digital copy.  

This month we would like to tell of five artistic locals, each with a different expression of talent.  

We have published some of 
Charlie Gould’s sketches before, 
selecting from our collection of 

his illustrated letters to his nephews and nieces. On the left is one 
of his self portraits.  Charles undertook an apprenticeship as a sign 
writer before he enlisted in 1914 and this was not lost when life 
led him to the battlefield and into peacetime as a loved uncle, Red 
Cliffs blockie and community member.   

Charles Gould 

Talent not always appreciated!  

Wally West 

Block 86 

http://redcliffshistory.wordpress.com
mailto:lizrp57@gmail.com


1993 ‘Trilogy’ 

2006 ‘Superstitions’ 

Joyce was born in 1925 at the 
Red Cliffs ‘bush hospital’, the 
daughter of first settlers on 
Block 72A.  
Her father was ill with 
tuberculosis and by the age 
of 4 she too was diagnosed 
with it. Joyce spent until 
December 1934 in 
Children’s Orthopedic at  
Frankston. Afterwards she 
attended schools in 
Melbourne and found she 
enjoyed the arts most.  
After completing her 
schooling she took up study 
in drawing at RMIT and 
painting with the artists 
Amelie and Archie 
Colquhoun. She began work at the State Library of Victoria in 
the early 1950s which led to responsibility for the Art Library in 
1962.  
In 1968 she was awarded a Churchill Fellowship to further her 
study as an Art Archivist  As an artist she is best known for her 
portraiture and miniatures. She has won a number of art 
awards for her work. She was awarded an OAM in 2002 for her 
services to the Australian Art Archives and the State Library of 
Vic has a ‘Joyce McGrath Gallery’.  

Eunice grew up on Block 450 
Sunnycliffs and after her 
marriage to Gordon Wake she 
moved to Block 147 Stewart.  
Her creative talent at first was expressed through textile 
work but in 1980 she discovered glass. She began creating 
leadlight in 1981 completing individual designs on 
commission.  At the same time she was exploring kiln fired 
glass with painting, fusing and slumping techniques. She 
has studied with many world credited glassworkers and 
regularly attends workshops through the Australian Glass 
Association of which she is a member.  She has always 
sought to learn new techniques and develop her ideas.  

Eunice works from her own Carringbush Glass Gallery and 
Studio in Red Cliffs. She has exhibited widely, in Mildura, 
and numerous regional galleries, to the School of Art at 
the Australian National University in Canberra.  

Her glasswork has gone to Japan as a gift from the 
Wentworth Mayor to their sister city there. She was also 

commissioned to 
create the 
Victorian Rural 
Fire Brigade 
Championship 
trophies as well as 
a glass vanilla slice 
for Ouyen.  

Dick came to Red Cliffs in 1954 for the 
picking and found work at Cook’s on 
Block 233. He and Myrtle liked the 
district so later in the year they 
brought the family and their household goods and stayed. They 
settled at Red Cliffs, designing and building a home on Tecoma St.  
Some years later after a back injury Dick had to rethink his work.  
While watching a street artist at Rosebud he decided to try painting 
as a hobby. In 1969 he made the big decision to make it full time. 
This he did, all the time learning and trying new techniques. He says 
in his autobiography: ‘I had reached a stage with my painting where I 
felt I needed to acquire further knowledge. I discussed my needs with 
the manager of the Mildura Arts Centre. We decided to place an 
advertisement in the local newspaper asking for expressions of 
interest from members of the community who would like to paint. A 
building was made available on the riverfront. The night of the first 
meeting was well attended and the Mildura Art Group was formed.’  
Dick is well remembered for his paintings of gums and river scenes. 
He loved to promote 
the district through his 
work. His originals were 
affordable and well 
treasured by locals and 
tourists and I’d say 
many families have a 
Dick Anderson in their 
possession.  

Charlie served at Gallipoli, landing 
25th April 1915 and was injured at 
Cape Helles. After recovering in 
England he returned to France 
receiving a Military Medal and 
promotion to Lieutenant. Later as 
Captain Gould he served in Belgium.  
During this time he produced 
cartoons and sketches of life around 
him. He provided illustrations for the 
‘trench papers’ which were 
produced by the Diggers offering 
some lighter aspect to the horrors 
they experienced and a boost to 
morale. This example is kept at the 

AWM, Canberra: ‘Extract from Intelligence Report:- “Yesterday two of our pigeons failed to return” 

We have heard that Arthur used his artistic talents while 
serving in WW2. Newspaper reports say ‘official cartoonist of 
the RAAF ...with a studio in Kodak House’.  

When he returned to Red Cliffs after the war he resumed his old job as supervisor at the baths 
but was encouraged to pursue 
teaching which he did. He began at 
Red Cliffs Primary then moved to the 
new High School in 1961 remaining 
there until he retired. He taught a 
range of subjects including art.  

He illustrated the Red Cliffs’ 50th 
Anniversary book in 1971 and is 
remembered around Red Cliffs as a 
community artist. Pictured here is 
his most loved and remembered 
work - on the bottom of the pool.  

Dick Anderson 

Arthur Barnett 

Joyce McGrath Eunice Wake 

Psyche Bend - Dick Anderson 

Self Portrait, 1957 - possession of the artist. 

From a recent exhibition at Galley F, Mildura.  


