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Printed by Peter Crisp, MLA   

as a community service. 

 

8am: RSL Red Cliffs Pioneer & Lawn Cemetery Remembrance 

10am: Ecumenical Church Service Barclay Square 

10.45am: 11th Hour Remembrance Ceremony, Cenotaph, Barclay Square  

11.30am: Red Cliffs Peacewalk Dedication, Guava St/Indi Ave 

Armistice ‘Storypost’ unveiled by Andrew Broad, Federal Member for 

Mallee & Ken Wright, Red Cliffs Historian and former Politian 

 

11.45am Unveiling of Peacewalk Mosaic 

Dedication of Peace Tree  

 

Invitation for all to place Remembrance and Peace poppies into the loam  

[ instructions available from Historical Society or Resource Centre prior to 11th]   
 

Peacewalk ‘Storypost’ a tribute to our soldier settlers and community 

pioneers unveiled by  

Ian Cook, 3rd generation adjacent Block owner &   

Glenn Milne, representing Red Cliffs Community  

12.15pm Invitation to sample some products of the district  

 

12.30pm Kindergarten Fete  

More than 1000 of these men were employed in the clearing, surveying and the 
construction of channels in preparation for settlement.  Red Cliffs was a future 
hope for over 700 returned veterans and one female nurse allocated ‘Blocks’ in a 
community recognised as Australia’s largest successful WW1 soldier settlement. 
After the Remembrance Service at the Cenotaph we will be dedicating a walkway 
to acknowledge Armistice Day as a celebration of peace. Our Peacewalk follows 
the course of an old irrigation channel built by servicemen and offering a promise 
of purpose, joy and hope for settlement in this community.   

 

Most of the text, photos 
and illustration in this 
Newsletter is taken from 
the signage on the 
Peacewalk.  

 

We hope you will find time 
to appreciate the Red 
Cliffs story of Diggers in 
peacetime.  

In 1918, on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month  
the hostilities of WW1 ceased.  

This day, known as Armistice Day, is commemorated 

as a day of remembrance and a celebration of peace.  

Red Cliffs was born from that peace.  

Young returned serviceman  

Ken Wallace-Crabbe found 
employment with Sunraysia Daily.  

His illustration, ‘Red Cliffs after Red 
Fields - From the Trench of War to 
the Trench of Peace’, published 
Sunraysia Daily 20 Dec 1920. 

Ralph & Henrietta Browne 

Block 90 Home. Faye Browne 

Peace promised purpose and hope for the future 



1993 ‘Trilogy’ 

2006 ‘Superstitions’ 

The mosaic shows the avenue through which the returned servicemen,  

our pioneers, found purpose, joy and peace:  

working together to create a community,  

planting and growing of grapes and citrus, 

enjoying the beautiful environment. 

The white dove represents peace, and the sky, life and growth.  

The Dethridge waterwheel at the base recognises the importance of water and 

the irrigation system to developing the settlement.  

The arrow symbolizes moving forward and shows the direction of the pathway.   

The red and white poppies are for remembrance and the sunflowers  

represent hope in the future.  

The style and colours chosen are from the 1920’s the era of our pioneer years.  

About the design...   

The mosaic was completed by community members in a 

vacant shop with the expertise of Kate and Sandra from the 

Red Cliffs Resource Centre Mosaic Group. It was organised by 

Red Cliffs & District Historical Society with funding support by 

the Department of Veteran’s Affairs through an Armistice 

Centenary Grant.  

We hope the Peacewalk gives locals and visitors an insight into 

the Red Cliffs hard-working pioneer spirit and appreciate how 

our unique beginnings formed the community we enjoy. We 

invite all to take the walk, remember, give thanks and enjoy.  

‘Here was thousands of acres of bushland to be thrown open for the 

greatest settlement in the world for soldiers. What would it mean for 

newcomers? It would mean that each ‘block’ of land would have a 

soldier for a tenant; it would have youth, new ideas, companionship and 

sympathy, all the bonds of human fellowship in the one supreme task of 

carving a home for Himself and his family. It would be a land where one 

could breathe, a land one could see; it would stretch to the right and to 

the left and on ahead - wide horizons - a veritable oasis in the desert 

Mallee country.’   Ethel Bannister, writing in 1945 about the first 25 years of 

settlement. Ethel came as a young English bride with her digger husband Owen Bannister. 

They were allocated Block 329 but lived for a time in a bag home on the cliffs. 

‘PROGRESS OF RED CLIFFS 

Three years ago Mallee scrub and timber, today, 25 square miles of  

irrigation blocks, supporting a population of 3,000.’ 
The Argus (Melbourne) 16 Oct 1923  

‘In his speech at the opening of the new post office Mr Stewart, M.P., 

said that only a few years ago Red Cliffs was a hunting-ground for 

kangaroos and rabbits. He did not think any town in the Commonwealth 

had made as much progress in the time.’   Weekly Times 2 May 1925 

Permanent commercial buildings began to be built in the town from 1922. 

Red Cliffs town was soon providing all the goods and services needed for 

its community. By 1923 the Red Cliffs Progress Association ran a ‘Come 

to Red Cliffs’ campaign running special trains to bring shoppers to town.  

Now Red Cliffs is a busy country town...Storekeepers, butchers, bakers, 

restaurant-keepers, black smiths, boot merchants, hairdressers, and green-

grocers are flourishing. Two doctors and a chemist reside in the township. 

Also in the town are two billiard saloons, a printing office, a cordial 

factory, new and secondhand furniture shops, a dance hall, and a well-

appointed picture theatre.                The Argus (Melbourne)16 Oct 1923  

The Red Cliffs settlement was announced on 19  December 1919. 

Surveying and clearing began early the next year, a vine nursery was 

established and work began on the irrigation channels and pumping 

plant. The first land allocations were decided by 21 December 1920. 

Further allocations were made as the water system was progressed with 

the fifth and last announced in June 1923.  

In October 1921 the first water was pumped into the system and by 1924 

the first sultana crops were harvested for market.  

Straight from the fields of war they came, to settle on this land, 
To create this Soldier Settlement, in the fertile Mallee sand. 
We dedicate this walk to them, may our gratitude never cease, 

As we walk along this pathway, may we find our personal peace. 
R Walton  

Channel building gang 1926 

Bringing in the Fruit on Block 382, 1930. R Earle Album  


